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Travel, which she nurtured to its cur-
rent status as a thriving, respected 
company. While she has just sold the 
business and retired from full-time 
service in 2009, I know Romans will 
still think of her first when they start 
to plan their family vacations. 

Martha also is heavily involved with 
the Greater Rome Chamber of Com-
merce and has served in many leader-
ship positions there over the years, in-
cluding the chair of the Small Business 
Action Council. She is a graduate of 
Leadership Rome and became the first 
woman to serve as chair of the cham-
ber in 1993. She continues to serve on 
the Governmental Affairs Committee 
and organizes the chamber’s official 
visit to Washington, DC, each spring. 

I hope Martha knows just what her 
leadership has meant to the many or-
ganizations she has touched and that 
she is able to enjoy a little more time 
with her grandkids and her beloved 
dachshunds at home.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR SHELIA 
FLOWERS 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
wish today to honor in the RECORD of 
the Senate MAJ Shelia Flowers of the 
U.S. Army Reserve on the eve of her 
promotion to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. 

Although Major Flowers was born 
and raised in North Carolina, her dedi-
cation to her country has ultimately 
lead her to call the State of Georgia 
her home as her parent command is the 
U.S. Army Reserve Command Head-
quarters in Ft. McPherson, GA. 

Major Flowers was mobilized in sup-
port of Operation Noble Eagle in 2003 
and has spent the last 6 years on Active 
Duty. In addition to her other tours, 
Major Flowers deployed in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2006. 
Throughout her Active Duty period, 
she has served in the G–1 Directorate 
in support of Operation Noble Eagle. 
Additionally, Major Flowers was as-
signed to directly support Operation 
Enduring Freedom in November 2007. 

In keeping with one of the tenets 
that sustains the Reserve Component, 
Major Flowers is dedicated to improv-
ing her community and the primary 
means through which she achieves this 
goal is by her membership in the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, an organization 
that recently celebrated the 100th anni-
versary of its establishment. 

In addition to her service to her 
country and community, Major Flow-
ers is dedicated to her family. Her hus-
band, LTC Eric Flowers, shares his 
wife’s sense of duty and is currently de-
ployed to the Horn of Africa. Their 
daughter, Cheyenne, currently resides 
in Atlanta. 

I congratulate MAJ Shelia Flowers 
for her hard work and much-deserved 
promotion to lieutenant colonel, and I 
extend to her my sincere gratitude for 
her dedication to the defense of our Na-
tion.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting a withdrawal and 
sundry nominations which were re-
ferred to the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 4:49 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 352. An act to postpone the DTV transi-
tion date. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD). 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, February 9, 2009, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 352. An act to postpone the DTV transi-
tion date. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
CRAPO): 

S. 394. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide the same capital 
gains treatment for art and collectibles as 
for other investment property and to provide 
that a deduction equal to fair market value 
shall be allowed for charitable contributions 
of literacy, musical, artistic, or scholarly 
compositions created by the donor; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. SCHU-
MER): 

S. 395. A bill to direct the Librarian of Con-
gress and the Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution to carry out a joint project at the 
Library of Congress and the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Cul-
ture to collect video and audio recording of 
personal histories and testimonials of indi-
viduals who participated in the Civil Rights 
movement, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
S. 396. A bill for the relief of Marcos Anto-

nio Sanchez-Diaz; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
S. 397. A bill for the relief of Anton Dodaj, 

Gjyljana Dodaj, Franc Dodaj, and Kristjan 
Dodaj; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CRAPO: 
S. 398. A bill to permit commercial vehi-

cles at weights up to 129,000 pounds to use 
certain highways of the Interstate System in 
the State of Idaho which would provide sig-
nificant savings in the transportation of 
goods throughout the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 399. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend-

ing Act to prohibit universal defaults on 
credit card accounts, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, and Mr. BEGICH): 

S. 400. A bill to expand the authority and 
responsibilities of the Oversight Panel of the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr. 
KOHL): 

S. 401. A bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 to pro-
vide special reporting and disclosure rules 
for individual accounts plans and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 21 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 21, a bill to reduce unintended preg-
nancy, reduce abortions, and improve 
access to women’s health care. 

S. 144 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 144, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to remove cell 
phones from listed property under sec-
tion 280F. 

S. 163 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 163, a bill to amend the National 
Child Protection Act of 1993 to estab-
lish a permanent background check 
system. 

S. 251 
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) and the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 251, a bill to 
amend the Communications Act of 1934 
to permit targeted interference with 
mobile radio services within prison fa-
cilities. 

S. 348 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from Alaska 
(Mr. BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 348, a bill to amend section 254 of 
the Communications Act of 1934 to pro-
vide that funds received as universal 
service contributions and the universal 
service support programs established 
pursuant to that section are not sub-
ject to certain provisions of title 31, 
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